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DIARY DATES

SEPTEMBER 2017
6th    Yr 12 Drama Performance/   
         Exam
7th    Course Counselling Yr 8/9
        11th-15th  Yr 10 Work   
         Experience Week
19th  Yr8 Gardasil Boys & Girls      
         Round 3 Immunisations
29th  Last Day of Term
 

CAMP AUSTRALIA
OHSC ENQUIRIES
PH: 1300 105 343

 STUDENT ABSENCES
Please call by 9am on the 
morning of the absence stating:
• Student’s Name
• Home Care Group
• Reason for Absence

PH: 85212400 
Option 1 Reception-6  
Option 2 Middle/Senior School

UNIFORM SHOP HOURS
Monday & Wednesday
 8.15am-9.15am
Thursday 2.00pm - 3.00pm

CHECK OUT THE GDC
WEBSITE FOR ALL THE LATEST 

NEWS!

FROM THE 
PRINCIPAL’S DESK

 

Andrew Dickinson

Attend to Succeed and Flourish
Going to school every day is the single most important part of your child’s education. 
Students learn new things are school every day – missing school puts them behind. 
Why it’s important 
We all want our students to get a great education, and the building blocks for a great 
education begin with students coming to school each and every day.
If students miss school regularly, they miss out on learning the fundamental skills that 
will set them up for success in the later years of school.
There is no safe number of days for missing school – each day a student misses puts 
them behind, and can affect their educational outcomes.
Each missed day is associated with progressively lower achievement in numeracy, 
writing and reading.
Getting in early
Attendance patterns are established early – a child regularly missing days in the early 
years of school will often continue to miss classes in the later years, and receive lower 
test scores than their classmates. It’s vital that students go to school every day – even 
in the early years of primary school.
What we can do
The main reasons for absence are:
Sickness – There are always times when students need to miss school, such as when 
they’re ill. It’s vital that they are only away on the days they are genuinely sick. Setting 
good sleep patterns, eating well and exercising regularly can make a big difference.
It is vital that holidays are planned during school holidays where possible, and not 
during the term if it can be avoided. 
Day off  – Think twice before letting your child have a “day off” as they could fall behind 
their classmates – every day counts. 
Truancy – This is when students choose not to go to school without their parent’s 
permission. There can be many reasons for truancy. The best way to address this is 
for schools and parents to work together.
 If for any reason your child must miss school, there are things you can do with your 
school to ensure they don’t fall behind:
•  Speak with your classroom teacher and find out what work your child needs to do 
to keep up.
•  Develop an absence learning plan with the classroom teacher/counsellor and 
ensure your child completes the plan.
Remember, every day counts. If your child must miss school, speak with school as 
early as possible.
Openly communicating with your child's school about all absences is a good way to 
prevent attendance issues becoming habitual.
• For more information on how to help your child with their school attendance 

phone the parents' hotline on 1300 364 100 or visit the parenting and child health 
website.



JUNIOR SCHOOL
Dear Families and carers,

Do you have a child starting school in 2018?

 Students who turn 5 before the 1st May each year will begin their schooling on the first day of Term 1 in that 
year. Those that turn 5 on or after 1st May will begin on the first day of Term 1 in the following year. 

A parent tour is offered for families on WEDNESDAY 20th September at 9:30 in the Activity room near the 
R-6 front office. 

This is an opportunity to see our school in action, obtain our information pack and fill out enrolment forms

Please contact the school for more information. 

If you know of any families who are considering sending their children to our school ask them to come in to 
see us or to phone on 85222622 to discuss enrolment.

Our R-6 students certainly enjoyed an exciting book week celebration and it was delightful to see so many 
families join us for our parade. A visit to the Adelaide zoo was extremely successful and next week the Blue 
Unit is attending a performance by Patch theatre.

Teachers have been working on their numeracy programs and moderating student work with buddy schools, 
so there is consistency across all schools in grading student tasks. We will be continuing this work on our 
student free day Tuesday 5th September.

Parent/carer interviews are optional this term. We invite any family/carer who would like to meet with their 
class teacher to request a time in week 9 this term, from Monday 18th to Thursday 21st September. Please 
ring our front office or send a note via your child’s diary or communication book. Teachers will contact any 
families they also need to meet during this time.

Kind regards - Sue Wirth R-6 Sub School Leader

Junior School Book Week Colouring In Entries

Junior School students proudly showing their book 
week prizes.



Early Childhood Intervention 
 

 
 
 

The early years are important for all children, join us for an information session as we discuss: 
What is best practice in Early Childhood Intervention (ECI)  

Why ECI is important 
How can ECI services support families  

(this information is particularly for families of children with  
disabilities and/or developmental delay) 

 
Co-Presented by ECIA SA – Stakeholder Engagement Project   

& DCSI (National Disability Insurance Scheme Early Childhood Clinical Partner) 
 

Cost:  FREE   
Tea and coffee provided followed by afternoon tea  

 
When: 

Wednesday 6th September 6/09/17  -   2.00pm to 3.00pm 
 

Where: 
Gawler & District College B-12 Children’s Centre 

Gate 6 – 69 Barnet Road, Evanston 
 

FREE Crèche Available 
Booking for Crèche are essential 

Please phone Kim, Community Development Coordinator 
on 0408 192 143 or email kim.wright2@sa.gov.au  

 
 

                                                 

JUNIOR SCHOOL



  MIDDLE SCHOOL

Over the last week, we have celebrated our Students of the Month for July and August.  It has been 
pleasing to see more and more students nominated each month for displaying our school values in all 
aspects of their schooling.  Congratulation to the following students who were the winners for their classes:
6/7 A – Ashtn        8G – Cameron W   9B - Josh
6/7B- Samuel        8H – Jessa and Aleesha  9C - Adahlia
8B –   Rico       8I -   Antony                         9D - Lydia
8C –  Anastasia                8MSC - Jake    9E - Curtis
8D –  Amity       9A – Aaron B              9F - Brooklyn
8E –  Drew                                          9G - Rachael
    
The time of the year where our current Year 8 and 9 students need to start thinking about their subject 
selections for next year is fast approaching. Students in Year 9 will go through Course Counselling on 
Thursday the 7th of September.  On this day, students will meet with a teacher who will talk with them about 
their strengths and interests and help them make subject selections for the 2018 school year. Students 
going into Year 10 are required to complete a full year of English, Maths and Science. They will also do one 
semester of History, PE and PLP (Personal Learning Plan).  Year 10 students in 2018 are able to choose 
5 elective subjects. Year 8 students going into year 9 will be able to choose their elective subjects (3 per 
semester), while Maths, Science, English and HASS are compulsory full year subjects, this will be done 
in term 4. If you have any questions about this process or require more information, please contact your 
child’s home care teacher.
Some of our Year 6 and 7 students also attended the Primary Athletics Carnival on Tuesday.  Pictures and 
a report will be in the next Newsletter.  
Finally, a big congratulations and well done to all those students who participated in activities at the Gawler 
Show on the weekend. It was great to see members of our Steer Club being awarded for their excellent 
work.  A large number of students and staff gave up their time to work in the animal nursery which proved 
very popular with the public and gained great feedback from the organisers.  Well done!

Liz Rankin – Middle School Head

Ten Pin Bowling Carnival

A group of 13 students from Gawler & 
District College competed in the Ten 
Pin Bowling Carnival held at Salisbury 
Bowland on Friday 18th August. The 
students competed against two other 
schools in individual, team and school 
categories. As a school we finished 
second overall with a notable mention also 
going to our team of Jack, Michael, Brock 
and Jordan who also finished second 
out of approximately 8 teams competing 
on the day. The students all had a great 
time and enjoyed the experience of 
competitive ten pin bowling.



MIDDLE/SENIOR SCHOOL

It has been a very busy time in the Senior School as students undertake various elements of their SACE 
studies. Subject information sessions have been held for our current Year 10 and 11 students. These 
sessions involved Faculty Leaders detailing the subjects available for students to choose next year. The 
purpose of which was to provide up to date information to best allow students to choose the correct course 
for them.  If students require further information on courses available to them they can speak to the relevant 
Faculty Leader or refer to the Course Counselling Handbook. Course Counselling Days were held as follows 
for our Senior School students.

Wednesday 30th August:  Year 11 students (studying Year 12 in 2018)
Thursday 31st August: Year 10 students (studying Year 11 in 2018)

A letter regarding these days has already been sent home.

Year 10
Our Year 10’s have officially begun their SACE studies with their Personal Learning Plan.  This is a 
compulsory subject in which students will consider their aspirations and research reliable career information 
to help them make appropriate subject choices and map out their future.   The Personal Learning Plan will 
help students:
• Identify and research career paths and options 
• Choose appropriate SACE subjects and courses based on plans for future work
    and study
• Review their strengths and areas they need to work on, including literacy, numeracy
   and information and communication technology (ICT) skills
• Identify goals and plans for improvement and review and adjust plans to achieve goals

The Personal Learning Plan contributes 10 credits towards the SACE, and as it is compulsory, students 
need to achieve a ‘C’ grade or better.

Year 11
Our Year 11’s have begun their Research Project. This is a compulsory subject which contributes towards 
the Stage 2 credits of the SACE.  Students need to complete this subject with a ‘C-’ grade or better.  The 
Research Project gives students the opportunity to study an area of interest in depth. It allows students 
to use their creativity and initiative, while developing the research and presentation skills they will need in 
further study or work. The Research Project can take many forms, for example community-based projects; 
technical or practical activities; work-related research; subject-related research.  We have a diverse range 
and fantastic topics being studied by our students.
Derek Slater - Senior School Head 

DECIBEL READINGS BEING TAKEN 
BY STUDENTS IN THE MAIN STREET 
OF GAWLER.



SENIOR SCHOOL
Our Year 12’s are at the critical stage of the year where they are working on their last few assignments and 
beginning preparations for end of year exams to ensure they finish the year off in a positive manner.  Year 
12 is a very stressful time for students, families and teachers, but by all working together towards a common 
goal we can make it a very positive and rewarding experience.  We strongly encourage our students to seek 
assistance whenever it is needed and to continually keep an open line of communication with their subject 
teachers.  Now is a crucial time for students to be taking advantage of study sessions and arranging times 
to meet with teachers to ensure they are on track to achieve their goals. 
University Open Days were recently held and these provided a valuable opportunity for prospective students 
to visit, gather information, and speak directly to experts across the various fields of study.  University 
applications are now open.  Instructions on the application process were provided to our students during an 
assembly on the 24th August, as well as via an email to students.  These instructions can also be found at 
the following:
http://www.satac.edu.au/undergraduate-clarify-how-to-apply-2017
If students require further clarification, they can see Ms Hallworth, Mr Glacken or Mr Slater.  Applications 
are completed on-line and are due by Friday 29th September, costing $35.  After this date, an additional late 
processing fee of $135 will apply.  

Week 3, Term 4 will bring a close to Year 12 classes and the start of the exams. There will also be a number 
of celebrations including the pancake breakfast and of course the Formal and Graduation celebrations. 
Please continue to check the DayMap bulletin, the newsletter and our website for further updates. 
 
Cadbury Chocolate Fundraiser
A reminder that the chocolate fundraiser money is now overdue- please pay to the Finance Office ASAP. 
This will allow us to finalise formal ticket prices. 

Derek Slater Senior School Head

This term, the Year 11 Geography class has 
been investigating urbanisation, focussing on a 
case study of the Gawler area.

On Friday of Week 4, the class visited a variety 
of sites around Gawler, including the Tulloch 
Road intersection, Murray Street, Springwood 
Estate and Aspire Estate to carry out fieldwork. 
Students conducted car counts, took decibel 
readings to measure noise levels, completed 
land used maps and used satellite imagery.
After the excursion, we returned to school for a 
presentation from members of the Gawler 
Council. 
They gave the class plenty of information about 
urbanisation in Gawler and how planning de-
cisions are made as well as answering some 
thought provoking questions. 

The class is now busily using this information 
and data to finish their final reports.

Layla Clarke - HASS Teacher

Year 11 Geography Excursion

“THE FIELD TRIP!”



MIDDLE/SENIOR SCHOOL

Northern Zone Open Boys Futsal 
Competition

On Friday 11th August GDC entered two 
outdoor futsal teams (5 a-side soccer) in the 
Northern Zone competition held at Salisbury 
East High School. It was a long day for both 
teams, especially the Div. 1 side who played 
13 games throughout the carnival. There was 
some tough competition but our boys did 
well and enjoyed the day. Best players for 
both teams were the goalkeepers, Kade and 
Jackson. They made many brilliant saves. 
Well done to all students for their dedication 
and behaviour during the carnival. It is always 
a pleasure to be involved.
Richard Hughes - PE Teacher

Arts News Update Term 3

NASSSA SALA Youth Art Exhibition – Don’t miss it!

A showcase of artwork from students in Northern Adelaide High Schools is currently exhibited at the Play-
ford Civic Centre until Thursday 14 September. Opening hours are Tues – Thurs 9am-5pm.  

Gawler & District College year 8 – 12 students have contributed to the exhibition and I would highly recom-
mend the exhibition as an excellent display of creative and diverse student artworks and would encourage 
students and parents to visit.

TERM 3 ARTS PERFORMANCES

The following exciting performances will take place during the remainder of Term 3. Please contact the 
school if you are wishing to obtain tickets to the events.

Year 12 Drama Performance: 
Wednesday 6 September 5pm – 5.30pm – Phoenix Centre

Music Performances:

Week 7:

7/9/17 – 6.30 pm – 8.30 pm: Year 11 Solo Recital

8/9/17 – 5.00 pm – 11.30 pm: NASSSA CLC/NASC Battle of the Bands 2017 (Year 12 music students)

Week 9:

20/9/17 – 6.30 pm – 8.30 pm: Year 12 Solo Recital

Angela Koehler - Arts Co-Ordinator



 SCHOOL COMMUNITY

Safe Schools Anti-Bullying Initiative, Child Protection Curriculum, ShineSA Program Explained

Recently in the media there has been a lot of discussion around the various Sexual Health and Relationships 
programs that exist, and how they are delivered in schools. We would like parents and the wider community to know 
how these fit into the programs at Gawler District College B-12.

Safe Schools Anti-Bullying Initiative 
Gawler & District College B-12 is a member of the Safe Schools Anti-Bullying Initiative. This Initiative is funded by 
the Department of Education and Child Development, and replaces our previous membership in the federally funded 
Safe Schools Coalition. The Safe Schools Anti-Bullying Initiative helps principals, teachers and students to support 
gender and sexual diversity in schools. Safe Schools is not a school subject in the curriculum. Safe Schools provides 
professional development, advice and support to school staff and opportunities for student leadership.
Gawler & District College B-12 makes a commitment to a school environment that does not tolerate homophobic, 
biphobic or transphobic bullying, and that it is safe and inclusive for the whole school community. Every child has the 
right to education and the right to feel safe. 
For more information, visit : 
https://www.decd.sa.gov.au/supporting-students/health-e-safety-and-wellbeing/safe-schools 

Keeping Safe: Child Protection Curriculum
This curriculum is mandated by DECD (all students in government schools must learn it), and teaches students to:
- Recognise abuse and tell a trusted adult about it
- Understand what is appropriate and inappropriate touching
- Understand ways of keeping themselves safe
This curriculum has been developed by child protection experts and experienced educators from South Australian 
schools and preschools, and is covered in our school by participation in the ShineSA program.
For more information visit: 
https://www.decd.sa.gov.au/teaching/curriculum-and-teaching/keeping-safe-child-protection-curriculum

ShineSA Program
The ShineSA program is a major focus of Gawler & District College B-12’s health programs at years 7, 8, 9 and 10.
ShineSA is a health organisation based in South Australia that focusses on providing information and support to 
people in the area of sexual health. The school programs have been developed by teachers, in consultation with 
health professionals.
Its focus is on teaching positive and respectful relationships with all students. Gawler & District College B-12 is a 
ShineSA Focus School, meaning that health teachers are trained to deliver the course.
Letters are sent home before students begin the course, outlining the topics to be covered. We certainly welcome 
any questions regarding the program, and are happy to provide families with the resources we use upon request. 
Lessons never focus on the “how to” of sexual activity. Nor are the teacher’s personal opinions expressed in any of 
the topics covered. It is about health, safety and respectful relationships which align with our school values.
 For more information, please visit: www.shinesa.org.au

Extended Learning
Gawler & District College B-12 also intends to provide an Extended Learning (EL) program for its students. This will 
occur once a week in a 'Home Care’ setting. Topics covered in EL include resilience, values, cyber safety, career 
development, the Shine Program (Year 11 & 12), study skills, Civics and Citizenship. All topics are based around 
our school values of Respect, Generosity and Excellence but not excluding Responsibility, Trust, Achievement and 
Community. We encourage all students to speak to their families about all areas of their learning.

Dick Glacken - Student Wellbeing Leader



Doctor on Campus (DOC)
Our Welfare team are very excited about the DOC programme which addresses wellbeing and mental health 
issues of young people, which began earlier this term. DOCS will provide a service to students and families 
and compliments the work already done by our counselling team.

Our counsellors Cheryl, Martina & Dick will contact families to discuss possible referrals to our GP’s who will 
bulk-bill students through Medicare.

We are very grateful to our local GP’s and psychologists who have agreed to support this community part-
nership and have a genuine interest in achieving better wellbeing outcomes for young people in our school 
community.

What is Doctor on Campus?

Doctor on Campus (DOC) brings together health and education to improve the mental health and well-
being of school students.

DOC is free, confidential and addresses the needs of teenagers and their families, creating a healthy 
school community.

Students identified with significant wellbeing and mental health issues are seen at school by a local 
doctor who makes an assessment. If necessary, the doctor prepares a health care plan and refers to a 
health clinician who consults at the school.

DOC reflects the Mind Matters framework around a whole school approach to social and emotional 
wellbeing.

How does DOC work?

•	 A partnership agreement is in place between local health and education providers

•	 School counsellors plan an integral support and liaison role between the student, family, doctor and 
health clinician

•	 Students are recommended to see an existing family doctor if on I identified and available

•	 Referrals, follow up appointments and parent contact are coordinated by school counsellors

Why does DOC work?

Access

Services are provided at the school enabling early intervention to specialised care

Triaging

Teachers and counsellors are able to identify students at risk. School counsellors determine which stu-
dents require a DOC referral and who can be managed within normal school processes.

Cost

Referrals to the doctor are bulk billed. Psychological services are provided through an establishment 
funding model with Medicare Local.

 SCHOOL COMMUNITY



Doctor on Campus (DOC) continued.......

Confidentiality

DOC utilises generic appointment slips, and confidential reminder and follow up processes

Outcomes Focused

Evidence based therapies are utilised with interventions designed for each individual student. DOC has 
demonstrated significant improvement in the emotional understanding and wellbeing of students, with 
skills and knowledge often maintained beyond the scope therapy.

Commitment and Coordination

Success and sustainability of DOC requires an ongoing commitment and energy from all partners.

What next?

•	 Engage with Medicare Local established in the region and connect with local health providers to form 
a Community-School partnership.

•	 School commits to resourcing the coordination of the DOC model.

Dick Glacken

Student Wellbeing Leader

 SCHOOL COMMUNITY

Doctor Naomi Rutten

A friendly reminder

Every Thursday the 
school day finishes at 

2.15pm



Circle of Security 
7 week Relationship-Based Parenting Group 

For families with children aged 0-3 years 
 

Join us as we explore the emotional world of children and parenting 

This seven week course will cover how to: 
 Understand your child’s needs and help them organise their feelings 
 Help your child to feel secure in their relationships 
 Help your child to engage more in play and learning 
 Meet your child’s emotional needs during challenging moments 
 Understand and better manage your thoughts and feelings 

 

 

WHERE: Carmina Cafe – Gawler & District College B-12 Children’s Centre  

WHEN: Tuesdays from 10:00am-12:00pm  

DATES:   Commencing 3rd October, and finishing on 7th of November 

FACILITATOR: Megan Coad – Occupational Therapist 

        Amy Cawrse – Speech Pathologist   

COST: Free 

Crèche provided  

To book or to find out more please contact: Megan or Amy on 8522 3626 or 
megan.coad@sa.gov.au   

 SCHOOL COMMUNITY 



 SCHOOL COMMUNITY

SCHOOL FEES 2017
The 2017 school fees are now OVERDUE

•	 Statements have gone home this week

•	 Please lodge a School Card Application if you 
believe that you are eligible

•	 Please pay your fees in full if they remain 
unpaid

•	 ‘Instalment Agreements’ are available from 
the Finance Office

The school will commence its debt collection process 
for all outstanding fees.  Please make arrangements 
now. Families on ‘instalment agreements’ who are 
continuing to make payments will be excluded in our 
debt collection process.

Please direct any enquires to Finance, Tanya Mat-
thews or Helen Redford, on 8521 2404.

A BIG thank you to Mrs Van and her year 11 students who came to school early this morning to cook 
breakfast for our students. This event was a great example of students serving other students. They 
were delighted with their efforts and rightly so.
 
A big thank you to Paul for buying the cooked breakfast to complete the feast this morning! Your 
contribution is making a big impact! And thank you to all the staff involved this week who I am constantly 
blessed by -  Selina, Olivia, Dick, Warren, Libbie, Shareen, Amanda, Coleen B, Casey, Adrian, Julie, 
Angela K, Angela K, Cheryl (I hope I haven't missed anyone). Also to those who make donations, you 
are wonderful, we have a very generous community. Many of our students in the morning are cooking 
eggs, making toast and serving drinks and it is wonderful to see.
Thanks for all of you who are busy working in other areas of the school in the mornings, 
it is a real team effort by everyone!.

 Joshua Sanders

THANK YOU VERY MUCH!


	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack

